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   will raise one million dollars to lay the 
foundation for the next 15 years of Youth Speaks.

 

    We are excited to invite you to help build the next generation 
      of spaces for young people to !nd, develop, publicly present, 
         and apply their voices as leaders for positive change.

This campaign will support strategic investments in the growth 
   of this innovative organization that serves tens of thousands of 
     young people nation-wide each year.

THE FUTURE
LEGACY CAMPAIGN

f
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Founded in 1996 in San Francisco, 
Youth Speaks is a multi-faceted 
organization that understands and 
believes that the power, insight, 
creativity, and passion of young 
people can change the world.

Youth Speaks works with 45,000 young people in the 
Bay Area and 250,000 each year in 50 cities across 
the country through an integrated series of arts 
education and youth development programs. We are 
also the forces behind a national network of 75+ 
organizations committed to combatting illiteracy.   

AT YOUTH SPEAKS

THE VOICES OF YOUNG PEOPLE MATTER
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The Future Legacy 
Campaign will raise one 
million dollars to lay the 

foundation for the next 15 
years of Youth Speaks.

12 Months. 1 Million Dollars. 

Invest in the Possible.

YOUTH SPEAKS AT 15 
FUTURE LEGACY CAMPAIGN 

BUILDING THE FOUNDATION

Major Donors Will Receive:
- Recognition at all Youth Speaks events
- Invitation to VIP receptions
- VIP Seating at major events
- Inclusion in all publicity & promotional
  efforts (posters, !yers, e-mail blasts, event 
  programs, brochures, websites, press 
  releases & public service announcements).
- Recognition via social media 
- Opportunity for gift bag inclusion

Champion   $50,000
Dreamer     $25,000
Believer     $10,000
Promoter    $5,000
Supporter   $2,500

James Kass :: Executive Director :: jkass@youthspeaks.org :: 415-255-9035 x11CONTACT

Join
US

Join the Campaign
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OUR NATIONAL REACH

Youth Speaks kicked off the youth spoken 
word movement by holding the !rst teen 
poetry slam in the country in 1997. 

Still the national leader, we work with 
tens of thousands of young people across 
the United States through a network of 
over 75 programs.

Through touring, workshops, events, festivals,  
partnerships with HBO and other national 
media, along with social media and other 
online programs, Youth Speaks reaches 
millions of people every year. 
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YOUTH SPEAKS AT HOME
Founded in San Francisco, Youth Speaks remains committed to serving youth in the Bay Area.

Each year, Youth Speaks works in 
over 50 middle and high schools 
and 20 youth development 
agencies to bring robust arts 
education programs to life. 

• Semester Long School Residencies
• Free After School Writing & 

Performance Workshops 
• Teacher Trainings
• Performance Poetry Assemblies 
• High School Poetry Slams
• Field Trips

PERFORMANCES

• Youth Speaks Teen Poetry Slam
• Queeriosity
• Bringing the Noise for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
• Words as Weapons
• Final Fridays & Oakland Mic
• Uni"ed District Poetry Slam
• Brave New Voices

Each year, thousands of young people 
in the Bay Area take the stage at these 
landmark events for young writers.

ARTS EDUCATION

////////// Performances, Events & Festivals \\\\\\\\\\////////// Programs & Services \\\\\\\\\\
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BRAVE NEW VOICES
The International Youth Poetry Slam Festival

Youth Speaks created Brave New Voices in 
1998 with four cities from across the United 
States. In 2011, 84 cities applied to the 
worlds largest youth poetry event.

As featured on HBO, Brave New Voices is 
both a festival and an international network of 
organizations committed to the voices of the 
next generation.

Highlights:
• Youth Speaks brings 3 Poets to the White House to 

Perform for the 1st Family

• Youth Speaks partners with Russell Simmons and 
HBO for the original 7-part series, Brave New 
Voices

• The Ford Foundation recognizes Youth Speaks as 
representing Arts in America for the 

     21st Century
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OUR THEATER COMPANY: THE LIVING WORD PROJECT

From Shakespeare’s quill to Kool 
Herc’s turntables; from Martha 
Graham’s cupped hand to Nelson 
Mandela’s clenched !st, the Living 
Word Project presents a new voice for 
a new generation.

Youth Speaks commissions, 
develops, produces and tours 
internationally-recognized new 
theater work in new 
aesthetics.
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“YOUTH SPEAKS IS A FORCE OF NATURE”

“...it is a powerful space within our democracy 
from which young people can !y bravely out into 
the world with new found voices... Youth Speaks 
is the beat of a generation, empowering young 
leaders who’ll take us through the years ahead in 
ways we can’t yet imagine.”
 
                                              -Robert Redford
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YOUTH SPEAKS & ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY
Speak Green & Life Is Living

Youth Speaks launched Brave New Voices Speak Green in 2006 to ensure young people 
HAVE A VOICE in the critical environmental issues of our day. We work with thousands of 
youth across the United States to diversify what Environmental Literacy looks like.

Expanding on this work, Youth Speaks unites Hip Hop and The Green Movement through Life is Living, 
an outdoor festival in San Francisco, Oakland, New York, Houston, Chicago and other cities across the 
country. Each Life Is Living event attracts over 5,000 participants & hundreds of local partners to under-
resourced urban public spaces.

Our partners include: The Mayors Summit on Environmental Action, TEDx, The Redford Center, US Green Building 

Council, GreenBuild, GreenMyParents, California Diabetes Project & a dozen local environmental agencies. Doris Duke 
& Bechtel Foundations support these national initiatives.
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FIRST WORD PRESS

Authors include Chinaka Hodge, Adriel Luis, Rafael Casal, Gabe 
Crane, George Watsky, Katri Foster, Ayoka Stewart, Stephen Pickens, 

Niema Jordan, and Eli Marienthal.

Dedicated to publishing the !rst book of young writers, 
Youth Speaks has published 12 books and hundreds of 
writers through our own imprint, First Word Press

Youth Speaks !rst national anthology, “My Words Consume Me” 
was published by McSweeneys. It was sold in bookstores across 
the country, and went into a second printing.
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AT YOUTH SPEAKS, THE VOICES OF YOUNG PEOPLE MATTER

“When I !rst came into Youth Speaks, I was so shy I 
couldn’t even speak in a group of !ve people in the 
workshop. Lots of kids who when they !nd out about 
what I’ve done, it’s an almost automatic reaction to say, 
‘I could never do that.’ I always say ‘Oh, yes you can.” 

- Katri Foster, 17

“Youth Speaks is one of the premiere organizations 
that causes young people to think critically about 
the changes we’re making, and ultimately forces us 
to be accountable for our actions.” 
                                      - Chinaka Hodge, age 20

“I was surprised at how successful [Youth 
Speaks] was at breaking through the barriers 
that high school kids put up against things 
that are considered ‘uncool’ like poetry.” 
                                  - Sarah Dayley, age 17
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